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INTRODUCTION. 


men at a Country Town, who had met 
together for their mutual Diverſion, in 

the Year 1703; the Subject of their Diſcourſe 
accidentally turned upon the Queſtion of the 
Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry; and a 
Preſbyter of bright Spirit, and no ſmall Im- 
provement, did boldly affirm, That there 
was nothing more requiſite to ſatisfy the 
Conſcience of One who was to enter into 
Holy Orders, with reſpe& to any Inward 
Call, than was equally neceſſary to all other 
Men, who enter upon any other worldly Im- 
ployment, how mean and deſpicable ſoever ; 
youching the Authority of Biſhop Sander ſon 
in this Sentiment, and advancing that Biſhop's 
_ Reaſoning to ſupport it. This occaſioned ſome 
warm Debate by the Oppoſition he received, 
in which the Author of the following Enquiry 
had taken part; who ſoon after had the fol- 
lowing Queries and Anſwers ſent to him, by 
the aforeſaid Presbyter, in the manner of a 
Challenge. - : 
IT was to vindicate the Truth, in a Mat- 
ter of Importance, in which the Honour of 
"> CHRIST'S 


1 a friendly Conference of ſome Clergy- 


42 2 
j 


2] - INTRODUCTION. 
CHRIsT's Church, and the Conſciences of 
all who enter into "Holy Orders, are nearly 
concerned ; and to uſe my beſt, though weak, 
Endeavour, to ſatisfy this Gentleman, and a 
few others who ſeem'd inclined to take part 
with him, that I then took ſome pains to ſer 
this Queſtion in a due Light, by this ſhort 
Treatiſe. And becauſe the peruſal of it in 
MS. hath often contributed to give comforta- 
ble ſatisfaction to devout and cautious Men, 
before their receiving Holy Orders; and that 
it hath never ſince that time, been encountered 
with any Contradiction, though it has un- 
dergone the Examination of many learned 
Men: I have therefore adventured to r 
it, in hopes that it may be of more general 
Uſe and Benefit. And ſeeing there is nothing 
advanced in it, as necef/ary in the Queſtion 
whereof it doth treat, but what all who en- 
ter into Holy Orders are bound to have their 
Conſciences ſatisfied in, though the Church of 
England had never appointed that Qeſtion 
which is the very firſt that is propoſed to 
them, by the Biſhop who gives them Holy 
Obers; : therefore I can have no dread of be- 
ing embarraſſed and teazed by any of that 
Communion ; nor indeed by any but the Free- 
thinkers, whoſe Favour or Contradiction I 
make no account of. | 
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| CONCERNING E 
The [ward Call, whether to the Holy 
Miniftry, or to other Employments. 

WITH 2 1 
ANSWERS thereunto, taken word by word 


out of Biſhop SAN DERSOxN's Sermon on 
x Cor. chap. vii. verſe 24. | 


EE g ebe 
GUERTYT I 
7 Hether only the Minifters of the Goſpel 
are obliged to have an INWARD CALL 
from Go p to their Office? Or whether the 
ſame Obligation be alſs incumbent upon all 
others of whatſoever Imployment, 1. e. Shoe- 


makers, Weavers, or even People of ſuch mean 
and deſpicable Offices, as I forbear to name? 


ANSWER, (taken out of Biſhop Saun- 
derſon's Sermon, Se. 4.) Every Man hath 
his proper Gift of God; one on this man- 
ner, and another on _ 1 Cor. vii. 7. Here 

| D 2 : 


\% 


4 _ Quzries and ANSWERS. 


is io N] ſome called to be Magiſtrates, 
ſome Miniſters, ſome Merchants, ſome Arti- 
ficers, ſome one thing, ſome another. 
Again (Se&. 32.) Divines teach it com- 
monly, and that truly, That every Man 
ſhould have an Inward Call from God, for 
his particular Courſe of Life. 


Qu R. II. By what Means Men may know,m% 

ohat Imployments they are inwardly called 
to; ſuppoſing it to be the HoLy MINISTRY, 
or any other Imployment? 


ANSWER, (from the ſaid Sec. 32.) Herein ' 


our Enquiry muſt reſt, eſpecially upon three 


Things; our IJnclination, our Gifts, and our 
Education. Concerning which, let this be 
the firſt Rule: Where theſe three Things 
concur upon one and the ſame Calling, our 
Conſciences may reſt aſſured that this Calling 
is fit for us; and we ought ſo far as it lyeth in 
our power, to follow that. This Rule, if 
well obſerved, is of excellent uſe for the ſet- 
tling of their Conſciences, who are ſcrupu- 
lous and doubtful, concerning their Inward 
Calling to any Office or Imployment. 
Furthermore, (ibid.) If it ſhall pleaſe Gop 
to afford any of us, any farther Aſſurance 
than this can give us, by ſome extraordinary 
Work of his Spirit within us; we are to em- 
brace it with joy and thankfulneſs, as a ſpecial 
Favour : But we are not to ſuſpend our Reſo- 
lution for the Choice of our Courſe, in expec- 
5 tation 
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Lion, make no farther . Doubt not of 


QUERIES and ANSWERS. 5 
tation of that extraordinary Aſſurance; ſince 


we may receive comfortable r to our 


Souls without it, by the ordinary Meahs now 
mentioned. „ 


QUER. III. Whether the above-mentioned Rule 


and Means, be ſufficient to aſcertain Mi- 
NISTERS, as well as others of their Ix- 
wARD CALL to their Office; or if they are 
to expect that their CALL ſhould be "_ ed 


to them, any other way ? 


AnsWER, (taken out of the laid Sect. 32.) 


Who need be ſcrupulous, where all theſe — 


cur? Thy Parents have from thy Childhood 


deſtinated thee to ſome ſpecial — (ad- 
mit the Miniſtry) and been at the Care and 


Charge to breed thee up in Learning; to make 
thee in ſome meaſure fit for it. When thou 


art grown to ſome maturity of Vears and Diſ- 


cretion, thou findeſt in thyſelf a kind of De- 
ſire to be doing ſomething that way in thy 
private Study, by way of Trial; and withal, 

ſome meaſure of Knowledge, Diſcretion, and 


Utterance, (though perhaps not in ſuch emi- 


nent Degree as thou couldeſt wiſh, yet) in 
ſuch a competency, as thou mayeſt realonably 


perſwade thyſelf, thou mighteſt thereby be 


able (with his Bleſſing) to do ſome good to 
Gop's People, and not to be altogether unpro- 
firable in the Miniſtry. In this fo happy con- 
currence of Propenſion, Abilities, and Educa- 


thine 


6 QuzRits and ANSWERS. 


thine Inward Calling: Tender thyſelf to thoſe 


that have the Power of Admiſſion for thy 
outward Calling; which once obtained, thou 
art certainly in thine own proper Courſe : 
Up and be doing, for the Lo xo hath called 
thee, and (no doubt) the Loxp will be with 


_ thee. 


Theſe Dictates of chat Right Reverend 
PRELATE, I own as my Sentiments; 
and will continue ſo to do, till I ſee 

better Reaſon, than I have yet met 
with to the cantrary. | 


Sic Subſeribitur 
Rh W—d. 


Errare poſſum, Hereticus eſſe nolo. 


(7) 


An ENQUIRY into the 


INWARD CALL 


TO THE 
HOLY MINISTRY, 


Being a ReeLy to the foregoing 


QUERIES and ANSWERS. 


KE Er esrb sass fasse 


Ss .&5 GC nr, 


Remarks upon, the Doctrine of Biſhop Sanderſon 
concerning this INWARD CALL 7othe Holy 
Miniſtry. Shewing, that Education, Abilities, 
and Inclination, though concurring ; are not ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy the Conſcience, with reſpect to 

it, ſo as to qualify Candidates to anſwer affir- 


matively to the Ordaining Biſhop's Ruohron, 
relating fo it. 


8 


ter manage it, than by having our Eye upon 


that ſerious Queſtion, with reſpect to this Matter, 
* Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved by 


2 


O far as Candidates of the Holy Miniſtry are 
concerned in this Enquiry, we cannot bet- 


* the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office 


tc And 


. 
; 
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8 AnFEnquiry into the I ard Call 

e and Miniſtration, to ſerve Gop, for the Promo- | 
« tion of his Glory, and the Edifying of his Peo- 
ple? For every one who enters into Holy Or- 


ders according to the Ordinal for that End ap- 


pointed by the Church of England, muſt anſwer 
ro this Queſtion ſolemnly propoſed to him by 
the Biſbop who conveys the Holy Orders. 

Now, if one that is Conſcientious, ſhall have 
any Doubts or Scruples concerning this; how 


ſhall he ſatisfy his own Conſcience ? If his Edu- 


cation hath been in order to fit him for that holy 


Imployment, If his Abilities are competent, and 
if he finds in himſelf an Inchnation that my. 


is he to reſt in that happy concurrence of 

cation, Abilities, and Inclination, and to make no 
farther Enquiry ? Can he fafely affirm, That he 
is :nwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to enter into 


this high and holy Office, to become in his Stati- 


on, a Repreſentative and Delegate of the Media- 
tor Jesvs CHRIST, if he has nothing more, in- 
wardly calling him thereunto, than theſe do a- 


mount to? 


IN order to the clearing of this Caſe of Con- 


ſcience, the following Conſiderations are humbly 


Offered. 9 (7+ BRnnk 
Firſt, EDucAaT1oN with an eye to that Holy 
Function, is certainly very convenient and de- 
fireable, Now when Extraordinary Gifts are 
ceaſed; yet it is. not ab/olutely NE For it 


| hath often happened, that Perſons who have not 


been educated with any View to this, have been 
very uſeful, and highly eminent in the Holy 
Miniſtry. And even altho' ſuch Education _— 


. 0 * Pct 
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abſolutely neceſſary; yet it is merely i 


nal. And therefore, though it doth well conſiſt 
with an Inward Call, or Motion of the Holy Gboſt, 
— "4 


| yet it can have no ſhare in it. 


Secondly, PREvious Abilities were not re- 

vired, in the Holy Apoſtles, and many other in- 
fired Perſons, in the primitive Times; yet Now, 
Ordinarily, they are neceſſary in ſome competent 
Degree: and this too, both of the Body, and the 
Mind. But theſe do only relate to the Sufficiency 
and Fitneſs of the Perſons who are Called to this 
Office ; and of them, the Rulers of the Church 
are the Judges, by whom they muſt be Out- 
wardly tried; For they are to be diſcerned in an 
External Manner. And beſides, the Biſhop who 
propoſeth the Queſtion, under our conſideration, 
to the Perſon who receiveth Holy Orders, is ſup- 
poſed to be already ſatisfied with regard to them. 
And therefore, here alſo, there can be nothing of 


this Inward Motion, or Call, which is the Sub- 


jet of our Enquiry. - 

I THINK by what is brieily hinted, it is ſuffici- 
ently evident, that neither Education, nor Abili- 
ties, have any Claim to be regarded, as conſtitu- 


ent parts of this /nward Call: I proceed there- 


fore HS * N 
Thirdly, To conſider the third and laſt Branch 

of Biſhop Sanderſon's Rule, viz. Tnclination. 
AND here I remark, that many have been Cal- 

led to this holy Offce, as far againſt their Incli- 


nation as it was againſt Jonab's Inclination to go 


to Nini veb. Many eminent and pious Church- 
men have long and obſtinately declined the 
" 3 C wei 
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weighty Office, retiring, and hiding themſelves 
to avoid it. In the primitive Times, ſome who 
were not yet Baptized, were ſometimes Called, 


and in a manner conſtrained to be B:/hops, as 


well as Presbyters: and then they were ſuperna- 


turally endowed with the proper Qualities, both 
Internal and External, which rendered them fit 


for theſe Offices, by the plentiful Effuſion of the 


Holy Spirit, which did abundantly ratify their 
External Call; and was a ſufficient intimation, 


that Gos did approve the Choice, notwithſtand- 


ing the reluctancy of the Perſons that were pre- 
ferred; who therefore were not ſuffered to give 
way to their own Inclination: By which it is 


obvious, that in thoſe times of greateſt Purity, 


they did not always think the Inclination to be 
abſolutely neceſſary. 

AND now, having made theſe a Obſerva- 
tions upon the three ſeveral Things, in the hap- 
py Concurrence of which, Biſhop Sanderſon 
doth place the Inward Call to the Holy Mint- 


ſtry; I muſt confeſs I am not capable to imagine 


how a Man's Inclination to be a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, though in concurrence with a ſuitable _ 
Education and highly accompliſhed Abilities, can 
without any other Conſiderations, and from 
thoſe alone, ſatisfy his own Conſcience, ſo as to 
make him ſafely, anſwer affirmatively to this 

ueſtion, Do you truſt that you are inwardly 


moved by the Holy Gboſt, to take upon you this Office 


and Miniſtration, to ſerve God for the promoting 
m- his Glory, and the ed: Hing ** is Page? | 


Is 


to the Holy Miniſtry. 11 


= Ir Education hath nothing in it, that is pro- 
perly Internal, becauſe it is only derived from 


an extrinſical application of the Teacher, to the 


human Capacity; then, though it were neceſſa- 
ry, as it is not always, ſurely it can have no part 


in this Inward Call and Motion: and if the Wi. 


| lities of the Perſon are to be tried, diſcerned, and 


judged of, Externally; and if the Biſhop who 


propoſeth the Queſtion is already fatisfied con- 


cerning them; then certainly, though ac they 


are neceſſary, by reaſon that' extraordinary Gifts 


have ceaſed ; yet it is manifeſt that they can have 
nothing to do in this Queſtion of an Inward Call. 
And that a mere IJnclination to undertake this 
holy Office, (which Biſhop Sanderſon calls an In- 


clination of Nature; and in another place of the 


ſame Sermon, a kind of Defire to be doing ſome= 
thing that way) ſhould be warrantably concluded 
to be an Inward Call and Motion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
only becauſe the Perſon ſo inclined hath had a 
ſuitable Education, and has Abilities; ſeems to 


me a Paradox, eſpecially ſeeing at the ſame time, 


this Inclination of the Perſon to be promoted is 
not itſelf always abſolutely neceflary. 
I nave ever thought, that an Inclination, ei- 


ther merely Natural, or excited by finful Mo- 


tives, is not to be conſidered as an Inward Mo- 


tion and Call of God: And I am well affured 


that a Perſon duly Educated, and of competent 
Abilities too, may deſire to be promoted to this 


holy Office, ſometimes A an Inclination that is 
merely Natural; and often alſo when the Inch- 


nation is excited by ſinful Motives, which ſurely 
| | | C.2 "2 
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is rather an Inward Call of the Devil than of 
Gos“. 3 1 

If an Inclination that is merely natural, be- 
cauſe accompanied with an Education, even of 
the greateſt exactneſs, and with Abilities that are 
either merely natural, or acquired in a Natural. 
way; can warrantably ſet up for an Inward Call 
and Motion of the Holy Ghoft ; then, I am quite 
miſtaken, and I am much more fo, if it is not 
Blaſphemy to affirm this, when the Inclination is 
excited by inful Motives. EY "500 

For the Reaſons mentioned, I was ever diſ- 
_ fatisfied with Biſhop Sanderſon's Reſolution of 

this important Caſe of Conſcience, in his Sermon 

on 1 Cor, vii. 24. with all due reverence to the 
Memory of ſo great a Man, and a Caſuiſt ſo ce- 
lebrared. And the more I conſider the Matter, I 
am ſtill the more diffatisfied therewith: And 
thereforggander correction of thoſe who are more 
wiſe, and learned, I ſhall in the following Section, 
humbly offer, what, in my thoughts, may be 
proper to direct and ſatisfy the Conſcience, ſo as 
one may ſafely anſwer affirmatively to the above- 
mentioned Queſtion, when propoſed to him by 
the Biſhop : and this ſhall be done with all the 
Brevity and Plainneſs that I can. 


SECT, 


„ 


my 


oo p wi ww 6d 
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MT TO Scree 


SECT. II. 


0 Shewing, how the Conſcience of a good Man, 
75 


be ſatisfied, jo as ſafely to anſwer air mati | 
to this Quefton : Do you truſt that you are In- © 
 wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon 
you thrs Office and Miniftration, to ſerve God for 
promoting of his Glory, and the edifying of bis 
People? | | 


Q EST ION ſo awful and ſerious, pro- 
poſed with ſuch ſolemnity, doth certain- 


ly require of every Man who will anſwer affir- 


matively to it, the moſt mature and deliberate 
Examination of his own Heart. It is of a tre- 

mendous Nature, and demands the cleareſt Con- 
viction, before one ſhall preſume deliberately to 
anſwer it, as every Candidate pretends to do. 
To anſwer it raſhly, and without a full Satiſ- 
faction of mind, is highly criminal in the fight of 
Gop, who ſearcheth the Heart, and trieth the 
Reins, what an affronted Boldneſs is it, to enter 
with a Lie ſolemnly uttered, into a Trat of ſo 


great importance, to the Glory of Gop who 


gives the Tyuſt, and the Care of Souls committed 
to it, in the extremity of danger ? 

HAv IN, I think, in the foregoing Section, 
abundantly detected the Miſtake of the learned 
and celebrated Caſuiſt, Biſhop Sanderſon, with 


regard to the Caſe of Conſcience under view; I 


NOW 
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now proceed to offer what I conceive to be the 
due and true Solution of it. | 

AND in order to this, I deſire it may be mind. 
ed, that in the Primitive Times, they had he 
Gift of diſcerning Spirits. 1 Cor. xii. 1o. And 
thereby they knew the inward Motives by which 
the Perſons to be promoted to Holy Orders, were 
acted and determined to dedicate themſelves to 
thoſe holy Imployments, whereas now, theſe In- 
ward Motives cannot be pried into: And all 
that can be done, in our later Ages, is to en- 
quire narrowly into the Fitneſs of the Perſons 
who are.to be promoted, by External Exami- 
nation: and it is to ſupply ,the want of this Gift 
of diſcerning Spirits, that this Queſtion is intro- 
duced. And if Hypocrites will diſſemble, there 
is no help for ic. The great Searcher of Hearts 
hath no left no other mean but this, vi. To 
charge the Perſon ſolemnly with reſpect to his 
ovn Conviction, of his being inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon him this holy Office, 
and to rely on his own folemn Aſſertion; and if 
he doth prevaricate, he ſhall certainly anſwer 
to God for his vile Hypocriſy. 

Bur if he is a Conſcientious Man, and can- 
not ſafely reſt on ſuch Evidences of his being 
Inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to undertake 
this holy Office; as his Ae Abilities, and 
Inclination, can afford him: by what means 
ſhall he ſatisfy his own Conſcience, ſo as he may 
be able, with Truth and Sincerity, to anſwer 
affirmatively to the Biſhop's Queſtion ? Muſt an 


Angel be ſent to afſure him of it? or is it ne- 
| ceflary 


to the Holy Miniſirv. 15 
oeſſary that he have a Voice from Heaven to 
fatisfy him? No: neither of theſe are neceſſary. 
And though a Man ſhould have the favour of 
chem both, yet they are meerly External: And 
therefore, although any one of them were ſuffi- 
cient to aſſure the Man, that Gop did Call him; 
yet they can never conſtitute an ſnward Call and 
Motion of the Holy Ghoſt. | * 

WELL then, muſt he expect to have ſome ex- 


traordinary Work of God's Spirit within him, 


aſſuring him that he is called of Gop? to this, 


the Anſwer of Biſhop Sanderſon is, That it 
ſhall pleaſe God to afford any ſuch gracious A 


ſurance, by ſome extraordinary Work of his Spirit 


within the Perſon; he 1s to embrace it with joy 


and chearfulneſs: and indeed none who own a 
Deity can deny the Poſſibility of ſuch extraordi- 


_ nary working of God's Spirit, upon the Mind of 


his own Creature. But with the ſame learned 
Biſhop J do agree, that we are not to ſuſpend 
our Reſolution, in expectation of this extraerdi- 
nary Aſſurance ; no extraordinary Things are 
not ordinarily to be expected; for there are or- 


dinary Meaus, by which we may receive a com- 


fortable ſatisfaction. And this is the great Hap- 
pineſs of the Chriſtian Church, in our later 
Times of Profaneneſs and . Hypocriſy, when 
there are ſo many falſe Pretenders to ſuch ex- 


_ traordinary Working, © 
AND here by the way, I muſt expreſs my 
aſtoniſhmenr, that a Man ſo devour as well as 
learned, as the excellent Biſhop Sanderſon was; 
ſhould lay fo great ſtreſs on theſe three Things, 
ʒꝑ— Education, 
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ll Education, Abilities, and Inclination; and yet in all 
has Management of this Queſtion, never ſo much 
as once make mention of Ho/rne/s; which, when 
the Qeſtion is, How one may be convinced that 

be is nwardly Called and Moved to become a 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel, may ſeem at leaſt to de- 
| 


ſerve a fourth place. Indeed, an outward holy 
Life, like the other external Things, comes un- 
i der the Cognizance of humane Trial; and there- 
fore, by what is already ſaid, it ſeems to be pret- 
ty evident, that this falls not under the Ordain- 
ing Biſhop's Queſtion. However, where the Per- 
ſon to be Ordained, is truly conſcious of the In- 
ward Sanctity of his own Heart, if ſuch a Per- 
ſon is outwardly Called, in a due and regular 
way, according to Gop's Word, and the lauda- 
bie Rules and Conſtitutions of the particular 
Church whereof he is a Member; and hath ſa- 
tisfied thoſe whoſe Concern it is to enquire in- 
to his Abilities, the Piety of his outward Life, 
and the external Profeſſion of his Faith and Or- 
thodoxy of his Principles; I'm ſure that this 
Man hath ſomething more to ſatisfy his own Con- 
ſcience, concerning the Biſhop's Queſtion, (un- 
der view) when it is propoſed to him; than any 
Evidences which his Education, Abilities, and 
Inclination, can be able, without this, to afford 
him. But ſtill, I think, there is ſomething yet 
wanting to render it ſafe for the Perſon who 
enters into Holy Orders, to Anſwer affirmatively 
to the Biſhop's above-mentioned Queſt ion. 
AND that this may the more eaſily manifeſt 
itſelf to the Conſcience of every ſerious — 
" at 
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70 the Holy Miniſtr. 17 
let it here be layed down as a Principle that ca 


not be denied: That as all who enter into Holy 


Orders, ought to be fincerely Holy, both i their 
Heart and Life, and repleniſhed with all the neceſ- 
fary Chriſtian graces; /o ought they ina ſpecial man- 
ner to be endowed with the fervent Love of Ixsus 
CurIsT their Saviour. And indeed, it is ſur- 
priſing, that a Divine ſo pious, and ſo accurate a 
Caſuiſt, as the Learned Doctor SANDERSON Was, 
ſhould omit to mention the eminent Degrees of 


this Divine Grace, which ought to be warm and 
powerful upon the Hearts of all the Candidates 


of the Holy Miniſtry : eſpecially conſidering the 
remarkable Words of our bleſſed 8a viou R him- 


ſelf, to the Apoſtle St. Peter in St. John, ule. 


16, 16, and 17 verſes; when that Apoſtle was 
graciouſly 'reſtored by our Lord, to the Digni- 


ty which he had juſtly forfeited by his Fall and 


heinous Guilt, in denying his Maſter thrice, and at 
the laſt time, with Solemnity: Oaths, and Curſing. 

Ov k Saviour ſays to him, in verſe 15, 
Simon Son of Fonas, loveſt thou me more than 
theſe? and the Apoſtle anſwering, Yea Lord, 
thou knoweſt that I love thee: He ſaith unto him, 
Feed my Lambs. Again, in the 16th verſe, our 
Lord faith unto him the ſecond time, Simon Son 
of Jonas, loveſt thou me? and upon his anſwer- 
ing again, Tea Lord, thou knoweſt that I love 


thee: He faith unto him, Feed my Sheep. And 


as the criminal Denial had been Zhr:ce, ſo in the 
17th verſe, his Maſter ſaid unco him the third 
time, Simon Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me? and 
the Apoſtle being 5 becauſe he ſaid unto him 
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the third tim? , Loveſt thou me? anſwered. Lord thou 
knoweſt all thi ngs; thou knoweſt that I love thee 


and Jeſus ſaid unto bim, Feed my Sheep. 


FROM all which circumſtantiated part of the 


Sacred Hiſtory, there is nothing can be more ob- 


vious than this: That all they who enter upon 
the Paſtoral Care, ought to find in chemfelvs 
Two neceſſary Qual: ;fications, vin. 

Firſt, EMINENT and high Degrees of Love 
to our Saviour, whoſe Commiſſion they are to 


receive for feeding of his Flock. The Necefli- 


ty of this Qualification is evident, by the Qzefton 
here ſo ſolemnly propoſed to this Apoſtle, by his 
Lord, at the reſtoring him to his Office; which 
is not only once, and a ſecond time inculcated; 
bur for the greater Solemnity, and the more ef. 
fectually to draw a due Regard to it, it is the 
Third time reiterated ; a Circumſtance ſo pecu- 
liar, that it cannot fail to draw and engage a 
more ſpecial Attention. 

Now, wherever thoſe Degrees of this Love 


to JESUS CHRIST, that are neceſſary for a 


Miniſter of the Goſpel, are kindled by his Holy 
Spirit; this exuberant Love cannot fail to exert 
itſelf by a fervent Zeal to promote the Glory of 
this beloved God and Saviour; Love is an 
active Principle; and if the Love of Jzsus 


CHRIST is intenſe and fincere, the natural Ef- 
fect of it will carry thoſe in whom it dwells, 
into every Exertion that may beſt conduce to 

teſtify and expreſs it. And who can remem- 
ber that it was Love to Mankind ; for their Re- 


demption and Salvation, chat did draw this Lover 
| of 
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of Souls from the Regions of Glory into a Liſe 
of Miſery and Sufferings; and not be ſenſible, 


that the Love of Souls, and a warm deſire of 
their Salvation, is thereby pointed out, unto all 
his Diſciples, as a principal Exertion of their 
Love to him? His own glorious Example, and 
the great variety of Precepts he has given to in- 
culcate this Love to Mankind, may well ſuffice 
to prompt all Chriſtians to chi Duty. 5 

BuT above all, and yet more eſpecially, the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to whom the Care of 
Souls, and of their Salvation, is particularly de- 
legated and committed; they, J ſay, more eſpe- 
cially have the zealous and affectionate Exertion 
of this Duty, in a pointed manner, inculcated 
and recommended to them, in the Perſon of St. 
Peter, when reſtored to this Dignity and Sacred 
Office, after his foul Apoſtacy, in this notable 
Tranſaction; Feed my Lambs, Feed my Sheep; and 
again, Feed my Sheep. And it is 1 that 
this is demanded of him, as the greateſt Teſti- 
mony and Evidence of che Sincerity of the Love 
he profeſſed to his Lord and Maſter. 

Ir were eaſy to multiply Texts from the 
New Teftament, pointing to this ſame purpoſe, 
eſpecially from the Epiſtles of St. Paul: But I 


| ſhall only here farther mention, that both the 


Sanctity of the Perſons imployed in the Holy 
Miniſtry ; and the Zeal they ought to have for 
the good of Souls, ſeem to be plainly intimated, 
in theſe Words of our Saviour to St. Peter, re- 
corded Luke xxii. 32. When thou art converted. 


. * Bretbren. And therefore J add, 


os 83 Secondly, 


Wl oo . b into the Toward Call 


1 Secondly, That beſides the mentioned exuberant 

Love to JESUS CurisT, and a Zeal for bis Gh. 

il xy; it is further neceſfary, as an indiſpenfible 

| Qualification, that the Perfon who is to receive 

Hoh Orders, find alſo in himſelf, a warm and af 

| ur, Zeal / for the Good and Salvation of Souls 
whom JESUS CHRIST hath e with bis pre- 
cious Blood. 

AND hence, upon the whole, I humbly con- 
ceive; that when the Perſon to be promoted to 
the Holy Miniſtry, is duly fitted by the Qualities 
and Endowments that are to be outwardly tried; 
and is in a regular way, externally called and a 

raved; and is conſcious alſo of the Interid 
Sandlity of his own Heart; if he finds in him- 
felf the mentioned afe#ronate Zeal for the Gh- 
ry of his God and Saviour, and the Good and Sal- 
vation of Souls, determining and moving him in- 
wardly, to dedicate himſelf to that Sacred Im- 
ployment: He has good reaſon to conclude with 
comfort, that this Inward Motion is the Work of 
God's Holy Spirit; and may lately anſwer affir- 
matively to the mentioned Lugſtion of his Biſhop; 
Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office and Mi- 
niſtration, to ſerve God, for the Promoting his 
Glory, and the Edifying his People | 
I do not affirm, That it is unlawful for one 
who enters into Holy Orders, to have under his 
View, a moderate and rudent Concern for his 
wordly Subſiſtence. Men are not Angels, and 
the bountiful G op hath made it our Duty, by 
lawful Means, to | provide for the N 
m⸗ 


-wardly called g 
| for the ſake 0 filthy Lucre, This is nor, 70 ſeek | 


Maintainance of this frail Life; and hath like- 


wiſe thought fit to order, even with reſpect to 
the Support of this Life, that He who ſerves af 


the Altar, ſhall live by the Altar, 1 Cor. ix. 13. 


But under correction, J affirm, That where this 
is either the only, or the principal Motive, to 
enter into Holy Orders, the Perſon is net in- 

 Gop, The Apoſtle calls this, 


the things 77 sus CHRIST, and flows from that 
Love of the World, that is inconſiſtent with the 
Love of Gop. The chief view of ſuch, is, 6 
Feed themſehves, and not the Flack of Jesus 
CuRI$T, For tho' a moderate Care of temporal 
Support, may be a ſubordinate Motive, or rather 
Encouragement to enter into Holy Orders, under 
due Limitations, yet ſtill, | | 
I do affirm, That he who is not principally. 


determined to the Choice of that ſacred Imploy- 


ment, by an affectionate and fervent Zeal for the 
a re God and Saviour, and the gaod of 


Souls, inwardly moving and inclining him there. 


unto ; cannot ſafely anſwer affirmatively to the 


Biſhop's Qxeſt:on, the very jar/t Queſtion propoſ- 

ed to al a enter into Holy Order EE 

to the Ordizel of the Church of England. And 

as I humbly conceive, it is chiefly in this, that 

the Inward Call and Motion doth conſiſt, which 

i the Subject of the {aid fir Quezon of the 
bop. | 0 


AND withal, if I am not greatly miſtaken, 


the laſt Part of that Queſfian itlelf, doth infinu+ 


ate as much as I have advanced. vis, By theſe 
TY | words, 
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words, To ſerve God for promoting 0 his Glo | 
and the a of 2 Fal. | 5 of 05 
Ax p farther too, at the ſame time, it moſt 
be owned, that there is nothing I have affirmed 
to be neceſſary in this Matter; but what one 
who enters into Holy Orders, would be equally 
bound to ſatisfy his own Conſcience, concern- 
ing, altho' the Church of England had never Aſs 
pointed ſuch a Queſtion. | 
HowEVeER, there is one Thing to be parti- 
cularly cautioned. viz. That altho' all who en- 
ter into Holy Orders are bound, indiſpenſibly 
bound, to be qualified in the Manner mention- 
ed; yet if one who is deſtitute of this Afectio- 
nate and fervent Zeal, for the Glory G1, and 
the Good of Souls; which ought to LE recreate, 
Inward Motive determining to undertake this 
Holy Imployment, ſhall fo far impoſe on his 
Biſhop by his Hy ocriſy, as to obtain Holy Or- 
ders; in this OE we are not in the leaſt to 
doubt of the Validity and Authority, of the Mi- 
niſterial Acts that are performed by him, in the 
Exerciſe of his ſacred Office. Many bad Men 
have crept into the Prieſtiy Office, as well as Ju- 
das Iſcariot did into the Number of the twelve 
Apoſtles, and ſtill it will be ſo, eſpecially where 
Honour and Profit do attend it. But if they are 
duly Authorized in an external Manner, and 
thereby externally veſted with our Saviour sCom- 
miſſion: In this Caſe, the Sacraments which 
they Adminiſter, and whatever elſe, in the ex- 
erciſe of their Miniſtry, is with regard to all ex- 
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ed by them; doubtleſs they are all truly valid 


and effectual, to all the Intents and Purpoſcs, 
for which our Saviour hath inſtituted and ap- 
pointed them; deriving their Validity from the 


Commiſſion. with which they were veſted, and 


from the Divine Blefling promiſed by our Savi- 
our, and not from the inherent Holineſs of the 


Adminiſtrator. To teach otherwiſe, would be 


as great a Snare and Rack to the Conſciences of 
well-meaning Chriſtians, as the hideous Popiſh 
Doctrine is, concerning the Intention of the Preiſß. 
But {till I affirm, That no Man is inwardly mov- 


ed and called by God to be a Miniſter of the Gof- 


fel, in an ordinary way; but he who finds in him- 
ſelf, an affettionate and fervent Zeal for the Glory 


of his Lord and Maſter, and the good and Salva- 


tion of Souls, determining and moving him in- 
wardly, to dedicate himſelf to that Sacred Im- 
ployment, as the principal Motive of his Choice. 
And I conceive this is a Rule that may well be 


reſted on. 


THz whole that hath been treated of in this 
Section, is of ſuch importance to all the Candi- 


dates of the Holy Miniſtry, and ſo home upon 


their Conſciences, that I need not here ſuggeſt 


the Application. And whoever they are who 


have entred into Holy Orders, without finding 
in themſelves, upon ſtrict ſelf Examination, the 
mentioned Qualifications, or at leaſt ſome Seeds 
of them, of which there may be reaſonable 

Hopes, that they may in time ripen into a more 


plentifull Harveſt ; the firſt Step they have made 
in their Promotion, upon due reflection, if they 


are 
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er III. 


Wherein, the Pretence of the Need of any In was 
Call for the Chorce of Men's Secular De 
ments, 1s Examined and Rejected. 


N the firſt Se#ion, I have examined Biſhop 
Sanderſon's Sentiments ; who placeth the 
Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry, in the happy 
Concurrence of Education, Abilities, and Incli- 
nation. And in the Second Section, I have repre- 
ſented, and endeavoured to explain, what I think 
doth truly conſtitute this Inward Call; in order 


to aſſiſt and ſatisfy the Conſciences of thoſe who 


enter into the Holy Miniſtry. And it is obvious 
that I have advanced nothing relating to this, 
but what every Conſcientious Man who is to 
enter into Holy Orders, muſt be convinced of its 
Neceflity, although the Need of an Inward Call 
to all who undertake this holy Imployment, 
were not univerſally allowed by the Chriſtian 


Church, and plainly ſuppoſed by the Church of 


England, i in the very fit Queſtion that is propoſ- 
ed to the Candidates of this Holy Office, by the 


Ordaining ed according ro the eſtabliſhed 


I Ordinal. 


I am now to enquire, Whether there lieds 
the ſame Obligation upon thoſe who enter into 
any Secular and Worldly Imployments, to have 


an n Inward Call from God, for hing them- 
E ſelves 
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ſelves to their particular Courſe of Life? And 
whether the ſame Rules and Means that are ne- 


ceflary to ſatisfy the Conſciences of thoſe who 


aretoenter into Holy Orders, (with regard to this 
Inward Call) are alſo neceſſary and competent 
for Weavers, Taylors, Shoemakers, and for Men 
in the General, of all other Worldly Imploy- 
ments? 

IT is no leſs true, than ſurpriſing, that this is 
affirmed, by the Learned and Celebrated Caſuiſt, 
Biſhop Sanderſon, as his Words are faithfully co- 
pied from his Sermon (1 Cor. vii. 4.) in the .Anſ- 
wers and Queries that are prefixed to this Enqui- 
ry. For the Anſwers are truly taken from that 
Author, word by word. 

He ſays, © D:vines teach commonly, and truly 
e foo, that every Man ſhould have an Inward Call 

« from God, for their particular Courſe of Life,” 
And he affirms, that nothing more is neceſſary, 


to ſatisfy Miniſters of the Goſpel, with regard to 


their Inward Call, than what is equally neceſſa- 


ry to ſatisfy every other Man, as to the particu- 


lar Imployment which he is to follow. 

Now, what Divines they are, who common- 
ly teach, that every Man ſhould have an Inward 
Call from God, for his particular Courſe of Lite; 
I know not. But ſureIam, I have turned ww. 
abundance of Divines, and in great variety; not 
only Caſiiſts, and Syſtems of Common-places, and 


of Controverſy, as well as Commentators, School- 


men and Practical Writers, and many D:vines as 
well Antient as Modern; until I am wearied of 


the Labour, {till ſearching wherever I could ima- 


gine 
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gine, it might fall in their way, to treat of this 
Subject: And, excepting Biſhop Sanderſon him- 
ſelf in this Sermon of his, I can neither ſee, nor 
hear of any other Divine, great or ſmall, that 
teacheth ſo. Neither is the Thing he ſays they 
teach, frue, in any other or higher ſenſe, than 
it is, if one ſhould affirm, that Natural Reaſon, 
or the Law of Nature, and good Senſe, and all the 
internal Faculties, and Gifts of Nature, are In- 
ward Calls of God. I | 
Bu r let us examine, how this learned Author 
attempts to prove this ſtrange Doctrine? and we 
ſhall find his Proof as unaccountable, as his Aſſer- 
tion is. The only Argument he advanceth, 
is this: vis, That St. Paul in 1 Cor. vii. 7. hath 
theſe Words. But every Man hath his proper Gift 
of God; One (ſays the Biſhop) after this manner, 
and another after that: Here (ſays he) 1s Ido 
yapiope, ſome called to be Magiſtrates, ſome Mini- 
fters, ſome Merchants, ſome Artificers, ſome one 
thing, ſome another. 18 . 
AND is it not ſtrange, that a Man ſo learned, 
and at other times ſo accurate, ſhould find the 
Inward Call, which he ſays is common to Magi- 
ſtrates, Miniſters, Merchants, and Men of all 
other Trades and Imployments, in this Text? 
TEE Biſhop makes an apology for his preach- 
ing this Doctrine from his Text, to which he 
doth ingenuouſly confeſs it is not very pertinent. 
But when he was advancing a Doctrine that is 
not taught every day, and which he ſeems to 
have thought of ſo great Importance, as to ex- 
cuſe his going beyond the Scope of his Text; 
- ä : one 
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one may think he ſhould have proved it plainly; 


being a Man ſo much habituated to the weigh- 
ing of Arguments: and when he brings only one 


Text as the Proof of it, it might be expected it 


would be ſuch a Text as treated of the Matter 
in Queſtion. But ſo far is this Text he mentions, 
from proving that every Man ought to have an In- 


ward Call from God, for the particular Imploy- 
ment to which he betakes himſelf; that it doth notat 


all, treat of Imployments, either of one kind or 
— 17 1 271 
IT is ſo obvious, that the Apoſtle, in all the Con. 
text, both before, and after the ſeventh verſe of 
that Chapter, and in that verſe itſelf, hath no- 
thing under his view, but Marriage and the Du- 
ties of Married Perſons, and Celibacy, where God 
hath beſtowed the Gift of Continency; that it s 
ſurpriſing to find one affirming that either In- 
ward Calls and Motions of the Holy Ghoſt; or any 
other matter relating to Trades and Imployments 
Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, is there treated of. And 
unleſs one ſhall conſider Marriage as a Trade to 
live by, I do not think there is any Man, that 
hath deliberately read over the ꝝine firſt Verſes 


of that Chapter, who will agree to this learned 


Man's Interpretation of that Text: vis. verſe the 
ſeventh. Bur ſuppoſing Marriage and Celibacy 
too, were both of them Trades, and both of them 
alſo Duties incumbent on different Perſons, in 
different Circumſtances ; yet what need is there 


of an Inward Call, either unto theſe, or any o- 


ther ſecular eſtate, or courſe of Life? except it be 
in ſuch a ſenſe, as it may be ſaid, that every Man 


has 
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has an Inward Call, to every thing that he doth, 
that is either his Duty, or lawful and convenient. 


AFTER I had maturely conſidered that Text, 
and a great many Criticks and Commentators 
on it; but could find no body that dreamed of 
this Senſe, to which the Biſhop expounds it; I 
began to ſuſpect ſome Myſtery might be latent, in 


the Original Words, id yapiopa; but after I 
had by the help of a Greek Concordance, look d 


into all the Places of the New Teſtament, where 
the Word yapoua is uſed; and conſidered the 


different Senſes thereof; it being ſometimes uſed 
for any Gift by which one is gratified ; ſome- 


times for extraordinary Gifts, and ſometimes ap- 
plied to the Gift of Eternal Life: After I had 
conſulted both old and later Lexicons, (in ſome 
of which it is uſed in a pretty odd Senſe, which I 
ſhall not name) yet after all this Labour, I cannor 
find any thing that gives the leaſt countenance to 
Biſhop Sander ſon's Gloſs upon this Tekt. 
IN DEEP, it is therein inſinuated, That every 
Man is not fit for every Thing; but that Men 
are only fitted for Things, accordingly as Gon 


is pleaſed to endow them with the ſuitable requi- 
fire Gifts; and that it is only the ſpecial Gift of 


Continency, which can render fitted for, or ſe- 
cure ones Chaſtity in Celibacy. But what is all 
this to the Purpoſe of Inward Calls from God, as 
neceſſary to Men who undertake their reſpective 
Trades and Imployments? unleſs it be affirmed, 
That all thoſe Gifts by which Men are fitted for 


Imployments of any kind, are Inward Calls of 
Goy to thoſe Imployments. 
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37 An Enguiry into the Imard Cal! 
An becauſe I apprehend this inay pe haps be 2 
pretended, although ic truly ſeems Ne 


cal, I ſhall therefore hete mention ſome Imploy- 


ments that are unqueſtionably lawful, and as far 
neceſſary as the molt part of other Imployments, 
vi. Carriers of Burdens, 1 
erve in turning 
round the large Wheels of ſome Artificers, &c. 
Now the Gifts by which Men are more eſpecially 
fitted for ſuch like Imployments, (ſuppoling them 
to be Men of common Senſe, like others) are only 


Strength, Agility of Body, and good Lungs. And 


although theſe Gifts are certainly from Gop; yet 
it will be ſtrange, if any ſhall affirm, That theſe 
bodily Gifts, are Inward Calls of Gor, to thoſe 
Imployments; unleſs it be becauſe good Lungs 
are inward; and in this ſenſe, Im ſure an hungry 


| Stomach, and a vehement Thirſt, are Inward 


Calls of Gop to Eat and Drink: But I may have 
occaſion to touch a little upon this hereafter. = 
Mx an time, it will be proper here to enquire, 
What it is that Divines do commonly teach, with 
reſpect to the ſeveral Imployments of Mankind, 
and of that which is neceſſary to determine them 


to the Choice of their reſpective Trades and Oc- 


cupations? $i Fes 
SOME indeed, do teach, That all Men are pre- 
determined to their particular Imployments, by 


an Eternal Decree of Gop. And it is agreed, by 


all ſober Writers, That every Man's particular 


Btation and Courſe of Life in this World, is allot- 
ted to him, by the Divine Providence: And thus 
it is ſuppoſed in the Church Catechiſm, viz. To do 


my 


my Duty in that State of Life, unto which it ſhall 
pleaſe Gon to call me. But ſurely, it cannot be 
in any of theſe two Senſes, that Biſhop Sander 
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- 


_ ſon makes that Inward Call of Gop, to particu- 


lar Imployments, to conſiſt, whereof he pleads 
the Neceſſity: Becauſe, neither the Argument by 
which he endeavours to prove it, nor the Evi- 


dences by which he direQs to diſcern it, nor 
common Senſe itſelf, can allow of this: for none 


of theſe mentioned Doct᷑rines of Divines, can have 


the leaſt relation to that Queſtion which the Or- 
daining Biſhop doth propoſe to the Candidates of 


the Holy Miniſtry ; Doeft thou truſt, that thau 


art inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take up- 


on thee this Office and Miniſtration, cc. 
WELL, there are alſo many excellent Writers, 
who teach with the eminent Divine Dr. 1/aac 
Barrow, and very pertinently too, That the Ca- 
pacity and Abilities (whether of the Body or the 
Mind, whether natural or acquired) by which 
 Gop hath fitted and wherewith he hath endowed 


Men, for the various Occupations of Life, are 


Talents entruſted to them by Gop; and that we 


muſt all render unto Gop an account of the Uſe 
and Improvement of them; and that they who 
do not imploy them profitably, are liable to be 

. puniſhed, as the unfaichful Servant (in the Para- 
ble) was, who hid his Talent in the Earth, St. 
Matt. xxv. But then they do all agree, that in ſo 
far as theſe Talents and Endowments (whether of 


the Body or the Mind) are either natural, or ac- 


quired in a natural way; they are promiſcuouſ- 


ly beſtowed by Gop upon Infidels and Heathens, 


as 


* 


39 An Enquiry into the Imward Call 
as well as Chriſtians; and on the Wicked and Fla- 
gitious, as well as the Godly. And withal, as 1 


have before obſerved, many of thoſe Endowments 
are merely External: And farther too, even that 
Dexterity and Ingenuity, by which the greateſt 
Artiſts are rendred able to contrive with the Head, 
as well as to-work with the Hand ; though they 
are certainly Inward Gifts and Talents beſtowed. 
by Gop ; yet they cannot be ſo, in any higher 
Senſe, than the very Human Reaſon itſelf is. 
The Underſtanding, the Will, and the Aptitude 
to exert them ingeniouſly ; the Human Reaſon 
itſelf, with which every Man is endued; are all 
of them from Gop, from whom cometh every good 
and perfect Gift, and the due Uſe and Improve- 
ment thereof, as well as the Improvement of all 
other Gifts and Talents, that are beſtowed upon 
an intelligent Mind; muſt alſo be accounted for 
unto Gop the Father of Lights, from whom they 
come. | ee 
Now, if the learned Biſhop Sanderſon did 
mean nothing more by an Inward Call from Gop, 
which he ſays, Every Man ſhould have for his par- 
ticular Courſeof Life, than only ſuch Inward Gifts, 
and natural or acquired Endowments of Mind 
(which Gop beſtows promiſcuouſly upon good 
and bad Men, upon Heathens and Chriſtians,) as 
render them fitted for one Imployment rather 
than another; if his Meaning is no more than 
this, That as the Human Reaſon with which 
every Man is endued, is an Inward Call to act 
rationally; ſo are the Internal Gifts of the Mind 
by which Men are fitted for particular Secular Im- 
plwKoyments, 
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20 the Holy Miniſtry. 4 
ployments, Inward Calls to thoſe Imployments: 
Then, this is only an Inward Call of Gop, as it 
is the Call of natural Reaſon and good Senſe, and 
of that Law of Nature, by which every Man is 
obliged to imploy every Gift of Gop, to the 
Glory of his Maker, and the Benefit both of 
Mankind and himſelf. And in this Senſe, all the 
Dictates of right Reaſon, and all the Laws of 
Nature, by which Men are obliged to any Duty, 
would be Inward Calls of Gop; which is a way 
of ſpeaking that is not uſual among Men: And 
withal, at the ſame time, it is not poſſible to Ac 
commodate this to the ſerious Quęſtion, which 
the Ordaining Biſhop doth (at his firſt advancing 
to Ordain) propoſe to thoſe who receive Holy 


Orders, viz, Do you truſt that you are inwardly 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 

However we plainly ſee, that the Gifts of 
Gop, by which Men are fitted for the reſpective 
particular Secular Imployments, are no more 1n- 


ward Calls of God to thoſe Imployments, and in 


no other Senſe, than natural Reaſon, and good 


_ Senſe, and all the Laws of Nature, are Inward 


Calls of God. And altho' when the Senſe, the 


meaning of Words, is agreed upon, it is folly; 


it is contentious, to debate about the Words them- 
ſelyes; yet if Biſhop Sanderſon, or any who 


eſpouſe his Sentiment, have no other meaning 


but this; it is not well done of them, to amuſe 
the World by ſuch Words and manner of Expre- 
ſſion, as ſeem to carry in them a ſingular Do- 
ctrine. For, ſuppoſing this to be their meaning, 
they had no need of ſaying any more but bis. 
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42 An Enquiry into the Inward Call 
vir. That Men ought not to enter upon Im. 
m ae of any kind, for which God hath not 
fitted them, without any mention of Inward Call. 
from God; eſpecially when it cannot be con- 
ceived, what relation any ſuch Doctrine as this 
is, can have to that Inward Call by which the 
Holy Ghoſt doth inwardly move one, to take upon 
him, the Office and Miniſtration of the Hol 
Prieſthood. 

Bor then farther, if duch was the only Mean- 
ing of Biſhop Sanderſon, he might, at leaſt, have 
ſpared to aſſign Education as an Evidence of his 
Inward Call; and Inclination too. For the 72. 


lents and Gifts of God, do bind unto a ſuitable 


Uſe and Improvement of them, though the Edu- 
cation hath not been in order to this; Td though 
a Man ſhould be as little inclined to the due Uk 
and Improvement of them, as that unworthy Ser- 
vant (in the Parable) was, who hid his Lord's Ta- 
lent in his Napkin, 

AND it may be here again ako Banne bind 
that all thoſe Talents that are merely External 
Gifts, though they ſhould be accounted neceſſa- 
ry, in order to determine Men to thoſe Imploy- 
ments for which they do moſt naturally qualify 
them ; yet it muſt be very wild and ridiculous, to 
affirm they are /nward Calls of Gop to thoſe Im- 


ployments; as in the obvious Caſes which I for- 


merly mentioned, of Carriers of Burdens, Run- 
. ning-Footmen, and they who ſerve in turning 


round the large Wheels of ſome Artificers, as 
alſo the Hand-Barrow, and others that might be 


inſtanced. 


AND 


Ap finally, by what I have briefly repreſent- 
ed, in explaining the Inward Call, of which every 
Man who enters into Holy Orders, doth always 


affirm that he hath it, in anſwer to the Queen 


of his Biſhop: It doth plainly appear, that the 


| Call of God by Talents, either natural, or ac- 


quired in a natural way, even Inward Gifts, as 
well as Bodily and Outward; is quite another 
thing, and altogether different from and foreign 
to the Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry ; and 
that the ſame Rules and Means that are neceſſary 
to ſatisfy the Conſciences of thoſe who enter in- 
to Holy Orders (relating to this Matter) are nei- 
ther neceſſary nor competent, for Men of Secu- 
lar Offices, Trades, and Imployments. . 
IT is, indeed, much tobe wiſhed, as highly 
proper and expedient, that Men would prefer 
(in their Choice) the Imployments that are leaſt 
obnoxious to ſinful Snares and Temptations. But 
to determine Men in the Choice of any Secular 
Imployment, there is nothing farther neceſſary, 
than that the Imployment be lawful, and uſeful 
to the Society in which one doth live; and that 


they are ſo far capable to officiate therein, as 


they may thereby earn a livelihood: Nay though 
one is a good Chriſtian, yet the principal, and 
perhaps the only Reaſon that determines him to 
follow one lawful Imployment, rather than ano- 
ther, may lawfully be the Proſpe& of worldly 
Profit and Advantage. And from this Morive of 
greater Profit, Men may lawfully ſhift about, 
trom one Imployment to another; humouring 
their own Genius, and the Temper of thoſe from 
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47 An Enquiry into the Imward Call 


whom they look for Encouragement ; and other 
Circumſtances of things, in the Place wherein 
they chuſe to live. Bur ſurely the Caſe is quite 


different with regard to the Holy Miniſtry, to 


which no Man ought to apply himſelf (though 


of the beſt Endowments in other reſpects) unleſs 


he is principally determined to do ſo, by an af- 


feftionate Zeal for the Glory of God and the Good o 


Souls, How far he is allowed fo look back, after he 


Hath put his hand untothe Plough, is another Queſtion. 


AND now, the more effectually to make it evi- 
dent beyond all Contradiction, that the Chriſtian 
World has quite another Senſe of this important 
Queſtion of the Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry, 
than Biſhop Sanderſon hath dictated; and that it 
is quite another Thing, a more high and ſacred 
Matter, than what is neceſſary to Men of Secular 
Imployments; I ſhall only add, that if the Go- 
vernours and principal Directors of any Secular 
Trade or Corporation, ſhould preſume ſolemnly 
to put this 2ze/?zon, to thoſe who enter into any 
of their reſpective Bodies or Societies, Doęſt thou 
truſt that thou art inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 


to enter into this Imployment; the World would 


cry ſhame on their Profaneneſs. And any who 
may incline to proſticute the Inward Call to the 
Holy Miniſtry, by levelling it, as Biſhop Sanderſon 
doth, with what he is pleaſed to name, Inward 
Calls of God, to Secular Imployments, may make a 
fourth Query of this; and try to Anſwer it, with 
all the Help that Biſhop Sander ſon's Sermon doth 


afford: F or it ſeems to be fully EE pat and perti- 


nent 


er the Holy Miniftry.. „ ” + 


nent to the purpoſe, as any of the Three Queries 
that have introduced our Enquiry. | 


* 


I have now, not only ſhewn the Lameneſs and 
Deficiency of the Rule which Biſhop Sanderſon 
preſcribes, for ſatisfying the Conſcience of a Can- 
| didate of the Holy Miniſtry, in order to one's 
| anſwering ( ſafely and ſincerely) to the nt Que- 
/tion of his Biſhop, at his receiving Holy Orders: 
(viz, Sect. 1.) But farther alſo, I have adventured 
(in Sect. 2.) to pave the way of all ſuch Candi 
dates, in order to their Se Examination; that 
they may the more diſtinctly put home the Que- 
tion to their own Conſciences, before the Ordain- 
ing Biſhop does it, by a due Underſtanding of the 
weighty Import and Meaning of it; and affording 
to them a proper and ſufficient Rule whereby to 
judge, how far they can ſafely and ſincerely anſ- 
wer it. And for as much as the Rule I have 
layed down (in the ſaid Sect. 2.) requires nothing 
of thoſe Candidates, but what is neceſſary to fit 
them for the Holy Office they are to enter upon, 
although the Church of England had never pre- 
ſcribed the awful Qetion under our view; and 
yet, at the ſame time, this Rule I have ſuggeſted 
1s ſufficient to ſatisfy the Conſcience in order to 
the anſwering affirmatively to it: I cannot there- 
fore forbear to think the Rule is ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſhed, and that the Inward Call to the Holy 
Miniſtry doth certainly conſiſt in a Conformity 
to this Rule. And withal, ſeeing every. thing 
contained in the. ſaid Rule is plainly neceſſary, 
though the awful Queſtion had never been pre- 
| ſcribed; Therefore the Wiſdom and pious Cau- 

s tion 


46 An Enquiry into the Inuurd Call 
tion of the Church of England, in preſcribing it, 
is thereby highly manifeſted. And if the Candi. 
date is truly conſcious of the Internal Sanctity 
of his own Heart; and is outwardly Called in a 
due and regular way; and hath ſatisfied thoſe 
Whoſe Concern it is, to enquire into his Abilities, 
the Piety of his outward Life, and the external 
Profeſſion of his Faith, and Orthodoxy of his 
Principles; if he ſhall firſt ſet out with an a4. 
ectionate and fervent Zeal for the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Souls; inwardly moving and de- 
termining him to undertake that ſacred Truſt and 
Imployment, as the principal Motive of bis Choice , 
and duly keeps to this, as he goes on in the diſ- 
+7 charge of his Truſt, for the laſting Rule of his 
After-Conduct; it is not poſſible that the Work 
of the Miniſtry can miſcarry in his Hand. He 
will be like a Paul to Plant, and an Apollos to 
Water; and God will give the Encreaſe. 
In this laſt and third Section, I have ſufficient- 
ly ſhewn, that there is no need of any ſuch In- 
ward Call to Secular Imployments. A Notion 
which I ſuppoſe hath been firſt ſtarted by Dr. 
Sanderſon himſelf; and J have inſiſted the more 
fully on the Examination of it, becauſe the very 
moving of it, and much more the jumbling it 
together with the Inward Call to the Holy Mi- 
niſtry, hath a natural tendency to abate the Im- 
portance of the Ordaining Biſhop's weighty and 
ſerious Queſtion, propoſed always to the Candi- 
dates at their firſt Promotion; and to render them 
leſs anxious and careful in the neceſſary previous 
Examination of their own Conſciences; which x 
| h | 0 
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ſo wiſely guarded againſt, by the Proviſion of 
the Church; and is itſelf of great Conſequence to 


the Intereſt of Religion. KF: | 
Tux placing of this Queſtion of the Inward 


Call to the Holy Miniſtry, in a clear Light, is 


undoubtedly of great Uſe and Importance. Sure- 
ly it is highly needful, that all the Candidates of 
that Sacred Function, ſhould have a diſtinct and 
due Idea of what they are about to affirm, with 
ſo great Solemnity, when they enter into Holy 
Orders; to prevent their incurring the horrid and 
atrocious Guilt, of a moſt heinous Hypocriſy and 
a blaſphemous Mockery of Gop, when they ad- 
dreſs to be veſted with the Power and Commiſhon 
of our Bleſſed Lord, who hath ſaid, As the Father 
bath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. "16:31 02 
TRE Dignity and Truſt to which they are to 
be advanced, is; to be the Meſſengers, Stewards, 
and Ambaſſadors of God ; the Delegates and Re- 
preſentatives of the Mediator between Gop and 
Man; to Feed and Teach, Guide and Govern the 


Flock of Feſus Chriſt their Lord and Maſter; to 
comfort, correct, admoniſh and warn then in 


Cbriſt's flead, until his ſecond coming to judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs; to be an Example 
to his Flock ; and the Diſpenſers of his Doctrine 
and Myſteries, and of the Spiritual Medicine 
that is neceſſary to bind up the broken hearted, 
to cheriſh and ſtrengthen the weak and feeble, to 
comfort the diſconſolate, reſtore the ſtraying, healthe 


_ diſeaſed, ſolace the languiſhing to encourage the 


ſtrong in the Lord, and to prompt and excite the 
negligent and reſtive; and to watch and guard 
againſt 
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48 An Enquiry into the Inward Call 
againſt the Wolves of F alſe-teachers, Hereticks, 


and Infidels; to be the Salt of the Earth, and the 


Lights of the World; to be the diſtinguiſhed Pat. 


terns of Devotion, Humilicy, Charity, and allgood 
Works; and in a word, 70 become all things to 
all Men, that they may gain. ſome to be the ſin- 


cere Diſciples and Followers of JesUs CHRIST, 


to reſcue Men from Eternal Perdition, and 7 zave 
their Souls. 

THis is the Office and Miniftration they are to 
undertake, implied in theſe Words of the Ordi- 


nal; For the Glory of God, and the Edifying of 
bis People, and — particularly expreſs'd, del. 
neated, and chalked out in the New Teſtament. 


As the Honour and Dignity is great, fo is the 


Taſk and Burden ftupendous : For the Blood of 


Souls that periſh through their neglect, is to be 
required at their hand. The juſt Senſe of this, 
made an ancient Holy Father to call it, Onns 
bumeris Angelicis formidandum; à Burden for- 
midable to the Shoulders of an Angel. A Burden, 
that is only to be duly diſcharged, by the con- 


ſcientious laborious Diligence of the Yatchman, 
who is Inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, 


Night and Day, praying exceedingly for the 
Divine Aid and Direction of him who hath 
ſaid, Ask, and ye ſhall receive; and my Strength 
is 2 ficient for thee; for without him we can 


do nothing. Paul may plant, and Apollos may 


water, but it is God xa giveth the Encreaſe. 
Wirn what holy Awe then, with what ſo- 


lemn and ſerious Preparation, ought the Earthen. 


Ve oct: that are Candidates, to approach; when 


they 
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they are to be promoted to this high aid holy 
Truſt? In the Ember Weeks when the whole 


Church is offering Prayer to God in behalf both 
of the Promoters, and thoſe who are to be pro- 


| moted, well may chis awaken in their Minds, the 


moſt ſerious thoughts of che weighty fer tiny 
are about to undertake. 

Bur how ſhall they anſwer to God, and their 
own Conſciences, if from the want of a diſtinct 
Idea of the very firſt Queſtion to be propoſed to 
them by the ordaining Biſhop, they cannot an- 
ſwer affirmatively to it, without the danger, ei- 
ther of affirming, they know not what, in ſo tre- 
mendous an affair; or of incurring the Guilt of 
hainous Hypocriſy, and advancing with Falſe- 
hood, and @ Lie in their right Hand, in the very 
firſt ſtep to their Promotion? 

Trex frequent Reflection upon what is here 
briefly hinted, hath often made me marvel, that 
no accurate and pious Author, of any Nation or 
Language (ſo far as I can learn) has ever pub- 
liſhed any duly digeſted and deliberate perform- * 
ance upon this Subject. It is not eaſy to find fo 
much together, relating to it, as Biſhop Sander- 
/on hath dropr, (I humbly think unhappily) i in 
his mentioned Sermon; and this too, is only hy 
the way, when he owns that the Text he treated 
of, did not relate to it. 
| In the continual current courſe of promotion, 
to the Holy Miniſtry ; the demand of ſome more 
deſirable performance that may better ſatisfy and 
direct the Conſcience, ſeems to be urgent; and 
the enn of this Caſe of Conſcience, ſeems 
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| beſt endeavour to ſearch into the bottom of the 


of the conſcientious Labourer in the Harveſt and 
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ire it. This hath prompted me to uſe my 


or 


Subject, in hope of doing ſomething towards the 
placing it in a due Light, untill ſome more ſuf⸗ 
ficient Hand ſhall undertake it. 

Ir is manifeſt, that the ſucceſs of thoſe who 
labour in the Holy Miniſtry, doth very much 
depend on their firſt ſetting out aright. Falſe. 
hood and Hypocricy at the firſt ſetting out, gives 
ſmall hope of a right future Conduct. But the 
being conſcious « having duly entred, encou- 
rageth to look for, and gives a greater title to the 
divine Bleſſing and Countenance; which will be 
ſtill the more encreaſed by the affiduous diligence 


Vineyard of our Lord. And bleſſed is that Ser- 
vant, whom his Lord, when be cometh, ſhah find 


0 doing. 


Il Mal cloſe this ſhort Treatiſe, by declaring 
an hearty aþhorrence of the fanatical Wildne 

of all thoſe Enthufiaſts, who write or ſpeak fo, 
of this Subject, as if nothing could fartsfy the 


Conſcience concerning this Inward Call fo the 
Holy Miniſtry, without ſome extraordinary im- 
pulſe and work upon the Spirit, or ſome imme- 


diate private Revelation. The immediate and 
miraculous Inſpiration which was neceſlary in 
the firſt Propagation of the Goſpel, hath long 
ſince ceaſed; (at leaſt as to frequency) becauſe 
the need of it is ſuperſeded by the ſufficiency and 
full confirmation of the Revelation already given, 
and the plain and rational account, and manner in 
which I have briefly explained this Velen * 
clearly 


I 
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clearly vindieate me from all deſign. of promot- 
ing ſuch pernicious Doctrine, as doth truly tend 
to enervate Religion 3 and inſtend of advancing. 
the Credit of the Holy Miniſtry, for which ſume 
| pretend to advance and propagate it; the natural 
Effect of it, is to bring both Religion, and the. 
Miniſters of it, into Mockery and Contempt. 
That ſacred Function. hath its dignity and au- 
thority ſo plainly aſſerted and fenced, by divine 
and apoſtolical Inſtitution, in the holy Scriptures, 
and primitive Writings in the times of Miracles, 
and Inſpiration. well atteſted, that it ſtahds in no 
need of any artful pretences, or pious fraud, to 
ſupport its Credit. It is far better to reſt on thoſe 
ſolid Foundations of the holy Miniſterial Dignity 
and Power, which we find in 1 Thefſ: v. 12, 13. 
and in Heb, xiii. 17. andin many other places of the 
New Teſtament ; than to ſet up ſuch abſurd 
and dangerous Doctrine for ſecuring of them, as 
will, in the end, undermine Religion, and ex- 
poſe the Miniſters of it, to Mockery and Con- 
tempt. LT if: 1g 


— — 


Directed to the Author of the QUERIES and ANSWERS, 


Abſont ab examine,-herefis, profanitas, & per- 

tinacia: Si vero quid bumanitis peccatum 

it, humaniter condona & admone. 
P. S. In all the Search I have made, among a 


great variety of Authors, I have never founßd 
any ſo diſtin Account of the Inward Call to 
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E aliquo affectu pravo; ſed fincero Dei timare, 


2 15 io 52 N . FEW 
the Ho Aubry; as is given by Bullin 

the Hoy, Decad. : Serm: 4. De x Bale ad 1 
nifterium Verbi Dei. pes: 300. Edit. Tiguri. i wt 
Officina Chriſtophori Froſcoveri, Ann. 1977. vin 


« Requiritur enim ab Ordinandis, Conſcienti * 
* propriæ teſtimonium, & vocatio arcana; nim 
rum, qua nobis probe ſimus conſcii; excitat 
r nos eſſe, ad hoc Muneris capeſcendum; non am- 
« bitione, non paſcendi ventris gratis, non alis 


te atque amore, & ædificandæ Ecclefiz Dei ſtudios 
De qua re, elegantiffime & ſanctiſſime ſcriphl 


« Beatus Paulus in 2 _ v ,. - 
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